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2009 Holiday Decorating Trends

You may have noticed that the stores have their holiday decorations out (in fact, | think they jumped the gun
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on them this year and had them out before Halloween). Well now they are even playing Christmas music
too, so you know what that means—it’s time to spruce up your home for holidays. Everyone has their
classic, traditional pieces that are put out year over year, but it’s nice to keep your décor fresh and exciting,
so this year | have put together some suggestions for getting your home Christmas Trendy.

~—~ Keep It Natural

~  The “green” theme has been brought to holiday decorating by bringing much of nature
“28 indoors this year. Look for boughs, holly, sprigs, berries, and pinecones for a natural ,
organic look. Burlap has also made an incredible appearance this season, and can be
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seen as stylish tree skirts, ornaments, gift bags, and more!
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Pine has always been first choice for garland, wreaths, and planters. This year,
consider changing it up with some Eucalyptus or Fir, both of which will fill the
room with a beautiful aroma. Another great alternative to pine is feathers, which

are available in a variety of styles and colours this year, from wreaths, to garland,
and even pillows.

KISS—Keep It Simple Silly

Keep things understated this season, and avoid over-decorating. Remember to follow this rule - for every
holiday decoration you set out, a non-seasonal item should be removed and packed away until after the
holidays.

' Colour Trends

The most popular colour this season is the colour of snow—a nice, crisp white. If

you are looking to add some colour, keep it monochromatic. Staying within the
“= same colour family will keep it simple and understated. Popular non-traditional
colours this year are blues and purples. Silver once again remains strong, and is
found to be especially glittery this season.

Other Tips

0 Compliment your existing décor—be sure that whatever you choose works well with your everyday
furnishings and colours. Don’t be afraid to pack away some items until after the holidays.
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¢ Give your existing “traditional” pieces a facelift with a little paint—spray paint traditional items such as

garland and pinecones for a modern day twist on an old classic.

0 Make use of lights and candles to give your home that warm touch. Choose a seasonally scented candle
for added effect, such as cinnamon spice, gingerbread, or cedar.

0 Keeping with the natural theme, and as a way of doing your part for the environment, visit your local
thrift shops for some vintage bulbs and wreaths, and have fun mixing the old with the new.
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