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Murphy Beds 

What Is A Murphy Bed? 

A Murphy bed or wallbed is a bed that is hinged at one end to store vertically 

against the wall, or inside a closet or cabinet. The term “Murphy Bed” was 

patented in 1916 by William Lawrence Murphy To achieve this, the mattress is 

attached to the bed frame, often with elastic straps. Wall beds are a great space 

saver, and while they have been around for almost 100 years, they have 

changed significantly over this time, though the basic concept is the same. 

Unlike sofa beds or futons, the mattress is not folded, and keeps it’s natural 

shape, and in fact most standard mattresses can be used in a Murphy Bed. 

Murphy beds are usually hidden in the wall by faux cabinets or shelving that opens or slides to the side to 

allow for the bed to come down. 

Why Should I Consider A Murphy Bed? 

The obvious answer to this one is simple—space. As metropolitans grow, 

accommodations get smaller, and when finding yourself in a studio apartment every inch 

counts, and you want to make the most of it. Have a two-bedroom home where your 

guest room sits empty majority of the time? A Murphy Bed allows you to make daily use 

of this room as your office, but still accommodate guests. Don’t have a guest room? Add 

a Murphy Bed in your family room. The cabinetry can be customized to contain your 

entertainment devices. 

Where Do I Find a Murphy Bed? 

This is the tricky part. The original Murphy Bed manufacturer is located in San Francisco, now operating 

under the name “Murphy Bed Co. Inc.”, and has distributors in most major cities in the US. They have also 

been known to ship to Canada, though this can become costly. If you are in the Kitchener-Waterloo area, 

you would be looking at getting a bed likely from London or Toronto. To name a few, check out Toronto 

Wall Beds by Cabinetworks Ltd., Urban Cabinetry (locations in Etobicoke and London), and Roman’s 

Murphy Beds in London. 

How Much Does a Murphy Bed Cost? 

Pricing for a Murphy Bed will vary, depending on the size and the cabinetry that you choose. You may be 

able to save some money if you already have a mattress that can be used in the Murphy Bed. Generally it is 

recommended that the mattress has a thickness of no more than 12”, but 

ideally less than 10”. Pricing for the bed frame and cabinetry and hardware 

generally starts around $1000, and can go up from there. A worthwhile 

investment, a Murphy Bed can also add to the sell-ability of your home, and 

add to the overall value on resale. Some companies offer you the option of 

installing yourself. Unless you are skilled in this area, I recommend spending 

the extra money to have it installed, to ensure it is sturdy and safe. 
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