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Adorning Your Home For Thanksgiving and Halloween

BTSH Tip oF THE WEEK

Fall is a fun season to decorate for. The fall colours lend themselves to compliment most any palette, and
carving pumpkins is fun at any age. Here are some tips to get you in the spirit of the festivities!

Thanksgiving

Start with fall harvest style décor. As a general rule in Canada, save the specific Halloween decorations until
after Thanksgiving. This means that you can have pumpkins as a part of your décor, but save the carving of
the pumpkin until after the carving of the turkey.

Think of the colours of the changing leaves when you think about
decorating for this season. Burnt orange, browns, dark greens, burgundy,
and sometimes even a little yellow. Also remember that the temperature 3
outside is dropping, so you want to make the indoors as cozy as possible. ~—
Consider adding a throw and some decorative pillows to your living room E 3
in these fall colours. For an added touch, scented candles of apple cinnamon E
—

or orange spice give of cozy, warm scents.

§ Gourds are always a nice touch. These consist of a variety of decorative squash
and mini pumpkins, in various sizes and colours. Have a display on the entry table
{ at your front door, grouped on your mantel, or in a basket as a centrepiece on
" the dining table. Another centrepiece idea is a bowl of apples—take the family out

| apple picking, and put some of their best picks on display!

Great your guests with warm fall colours at the front door. Create a fall wreath from straw, corn husks, and
artificial leaves or flowers. Bring it all together with a cloth ribbon. And just because the summer may be
over, does not mean that you can't still have fresh flowers displayed. Replace your potted 5
plants on your porch with plants from the season, such as marigolds and mums. i

Halloween

There are really no set rules for decorating for Halloween. This is the one time of year that | say let your
wildest imagination take over, and don’t hold back! Halloween is my favourite time of year. | love the energy
of the day, and the creativity of the costumes and decorating.

: .A..‘? Naturally, no Halloween is complete without carving some pumpkins for display. If you
' .i don’t think you’re much of an artist, you can download stencils online, or buy at your

\. local craft store. Be sure to use a good carving knife with a fine edge for details. Another
idea is to paint the pumpkins. This looks especially great on white pumpkins, or Luminas.

As for the rest of the decorations, try to stick with a theme, whether it be ghosts and goblins, or witches
and bats, be sure that your decorations compliment one another. If you're hosting a Halloween party, dim
the lights, replace a few lamp bulbs with some black lights for effect, play some spooky tunes, and be sure to
have lots of treats to avoid any tricks.




